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Monday 
November 11, 1957 

Dear Jim: 
We will of course be seeing you not so vexy ion:: :lftor you receive this, but by 

then our impressions of the past few days are liI:el:: to have been blurred by later 
stimuli, just as a part bf what we had assimilct.~~~ 0.i' Australia may have been for 
the time being, by India. 

We left Perth according to schedule (or ratbcr ;; couple of hours late) on Wednes- 
day night, flying in a Qantas Con&ellation via J~.??::;,rta, Singapore and Bangkok to Cal- 
cutta. The stopovers were essentially useless, oxc<;pt to interrupt any possibility of 
sleep- even though, in fact we were laid over z’bout 3 hrs. in Ban&ok, and some 
foresight might have enabled US a view of the city. But just airports it was, and 
the only point of possiblit interest there was seej.jLi: red paint and tar on a statue 
of one of the recent kings. The Indonesians v~cr'c: ~:1.:!3 very touchy, as reflected 
in the passport formalities, and the fact that our ])l:~ne had to detour about 200 
miles to approach Jakarta from the north, fli&t;-; over- Java itself being restricted. 
It was, of course, steamy and hot at each port, ar:J. too haz$ to see a great deal 
from the air. Singapore, is however, a strikln:: c.ity ~syou know. It is also a duty 
free temminal, and it's just as well we weren't i:? s chopping mood, though I did pick 
up an all-voltage shaver I've had my eye on for a long time, (for about 50& less i&an 
it would be in London; I was in no mood to ha&e, and I wanted it to use in India, 
where my present apparatus won't do). 9 

We came in to Calcutta about 4 hours late, to be greeted by the Haldanes, who to P 
our utter surprise welcomed us in ZXZS Hawaiian f‘n:;hion, with leis! We were whisked 
through immigration as semi-VIP's, but there wt:~ 110 ho'lping the impoundment of our FL 
GE transistor radio, which must be a basic item ill the black market. The Customs 
promised to transfer this, by air, to Bombay, and we are supposed to reclaim it upon 
departure! The airport there is a eti filthy crowded place, and we were very grate- 
ful to have the Haldanes and their BBtinue of fixer:: from the Indian Sta~iist3.cal InsCi- 
tute to cope with the peters, etc. Even we have bcon intimidated from doing things for 
ourselves, like carrying luggage, etc. The night of our zrrival was the occasion of 
a lunar eclipse, and all Calcutta was out on tiri :-tl -*t?ct~, or so it seemed during our 
ride from the airport to the ISI. (But this \:'z:j an ill.ktsion, the roadway iS always 
clogged with people and cows.) The air was full of duct and haze- much of %his from 
the 'native fuel' or dried dung; one sees the lxtt%cc of' these being left to dry 
on every available vertical surface. The burnil::: ci~i::- lcavcn a faint acrid smell 
everywhere, not really unpleasant, a mild approxS.:,l,,tion to the Calif. smog, which 
has a comparable technological basis. 

It would be hard to describe the poverty crd. con?u::i.o:~ that blankets Calcutta. 
The city has been swollen to twice its normal sj:z> 11;; 1;]1;, :influx of refugees from 
E. Bengal (now Pakistanihk) and there simply i ::I ' t ~n;:l:!:,l? ~;ork or housing (or, I sup- 
pose food) for most of them. There are people eveq~,:lii;r~, fn all sorts of dress (and 
some of the children of course in none at all). 'file ci-Ly -Lr: a vast slum, and even the 
Chowringee and other 'downtown' streets are not ~;iuch 'b(;tt~*. I suppose you're used by 
now to seeing human beasts of burden -- and I ('oii' t ~tl!':. ri ;juRt ricknhaws,but teams of 
human oxen pulling heavy loads, but even thi:! c!J?‘:: is; 'I~t,I;ier than none at all, and better -.-.--------.-.l 
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to feed a man than a COW. The cattle on the whole appear to be rai2her better 
off than the unemployed. 

We had a chance next day to visit a morn rural village (there was a comwnity 
of about 500 in. each, to make a complex of about SJCI 20,000 in each.) We'll just 
have to show you our piictures of this; the life there was of course quite primi- 
tive, but probably less hideous than in the cities. The children at least looked 
fairm healthy, but they are growing ~2 a large proportion of cash crops (jute) 
and a rice famine elsewhere would make life very hard in the village. 
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